850                    IMPERIALISM AND  DEMOCRACY
During this time the Trade Unions had been going
Trade steadily ahead in membership and in organization (Note 144],
mons rpj^y ka(j given Up the wilder policy of the Chartists, and
many had struggled to give their members wider interests.1
As the Unions collected more funds, so they felt stronger,
and they now wished to make their legal existence secure.
'For though the formation of unions was no longer forbidden
by law, they were declared by the justices to be " m restraint
of trade ", and so could not sue dishonest officials who mis-
used their funds. In 1868 the Unions had a great joint meet-
ing, recognized to-day as the first Trades Union Congress.
Trades' Gladstone decided to meet their grievances. His Trades'
ni(?87i) Union Act (1871) gave them proper legal existence and their
funds were safeguarded against dishonest officials.
Apparently in politics it always happens that after a while
men tire of any ministry, and what is called the " swing of
the pendulum " comes into play. Gladstone had done a
great deal, and he wanted to do more. He wished to reform
the trade in drink and set to work on a Licensing Bill. He
had already vexed many Nonconformists over education,
for they disliked paying rates in areas where there was only
a Church School. He had upset the Church of England by
his Bill disestablishing the Church in Ireland (1869). Now
this new Bill, which his opponents said would " rob the
poor man of his beer ", lost him the workers' votes.
The country was vaguely discontented, too, with what
was thought to be Great Britain's loss of prestige abroad.
People were dissatisfied with the mild line taken by Glad-
stone in 1872 in paying the U.S.A. compensation for the
Alabama (p. 808). Nor were they happy over European
politics. 1870 was the year of the Franco-Prussian war.
Napoleon III had most mistakenly given Bismarck the
opportunity he needed. France had thought herself strong,
but she proved to be lamentably weak. The British Court
1 Various societies " for the diffusion of useful knowledge " were formed,
and one man wrote in 1864, " This year I gave up buying beer and took to
buying books.'*